2014/14/3

EDITORIAL / JIRI LIBRA

WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT WHEN WE TALK ABOUT ADDICTOLOGY
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Dear readers,

First and foremost, the issue of the journal you are holding
in your hands addresses the boundaries and focus of
addictology (as well as other disciplines concerned with
addictology). The editors of this issue sought to provide
a comprehensible account of “what is it that we are talking
about when we talk about addictology”.

We have the opportunity to reflect on the boundaries of
addictology as a healthcare-specific discipline (cf. the
text dealing with the system of lifelong education in
addictology), which can provide grounds for the emancipa-
tion of health and social practitioners in terms of their ex-
pertise and position on the labour market. It also offers new
possibilities for emancipation and liaison with other health
professions.

The article on the strategy for addiction science and re-
search deals with the development of addictology as
a multidisciplinary field of study. It allows new perspec-
tives which make it possible to review and redefine the pri-
orities that should be addressed with respect to the core is-
sues of the emerging transdisciplinary theory and the needs
of practice.

In addition to policy-related papers intended for fur-
ther discussion, the current number of the journal features
a “festival” of texts representing research and development
projects involving major contributions from doctoral
addictology students from the 1** Faculty of Medicine of
Charles University in Prague. Available for three years
now, this PhD level of study is designed to merge science
with the academic curriculum in addictology. The bache-
lor’s degree study programme is conceived as an ‘entrance
ticket’ to addictology as a practical healthcare discipline; for
some it is the starting point from which to aspire to the mas-
ter’s degree as a higher academic level and a source of more
thorough expertise. The next follow-up level, the doctoral
level, extends the study to include the rigorous training of
prospective researchers. In one form or the other,
“addictology” is currently taught in about twenty locations
around the world.

Recently the term “addictological services” (or “addic-
tion treatment services”) has become increasingly common
in practice and seems to have replaced the term “drug ser-
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¢éislo ¢asopisu, které drzite v rukou, se tyké zejména hranic
a zaméreni adiktologického oboru (nebo presnéji adiktolo-
gickych obort). Cilem editora tohoto ¢isla bylo prispét sro-
zumitelné k zobrazeni toho, ,0 ¢em vSem mluvime, kdyz
mluvime o adiktologii®.

Maéame prilezitost uvédomit si hranice adiktologie jako
zdravotnického oboru (viz text Koncepce celozivotniho
vzdélavani v adiktologii). Tento zdravotnicky obor muze byt
prilezitosti k emancipaci pracovniku ve zdravotné-socidl-
nich sluzbach z hlediska odbornosti, pozice na trhu prace.
Prinasi i nové moznosti emancipace a spoluprace v ramci
disciplin zdravotnickych.

Text ,,Koncepce védy a vyzkumu v adiktologii® se zaby-
va rozvojem adiktologie jako multidisciplindrniho védniho
oboru. Vznik4 tak prostor, ve kterém lze uvazovat a formu-
lovat v nové kvalité, co je uzitecné zkoumat nejen z hlediska
zakladnich otdzek vznikajici transdisciplindrni teorie, ale
iz hlediska potreb praxe.

Kromé koncepénich materiald uréenych k diskusi je
v Cisle zarazen ,festival® textt zobrazujicich vyzkumné
a rozvojové projekty, kterych se rozhodujici mérou déastni
studenti Ph.D. stupné studijniho oboru adiktologie na 1. LF
UK v Praze. Tato forma studia probiha jiz tretim rokem
a spojuje védu s adiktologii jako studijnim oborem. Baka-
larsky stuperi studijniho oboru mé byt vstupenkou do adik-
tologie jako praktického zdravotnického oboru, pro nékoho
je zakladem k postupu na vy$si akademicky a prohlubujici
stupen magisterského studia. Déle navazujici Ph.D. stupen
dopliiuje studijni moznosti o intenzivni vychovu adepta vy-
zkumu. Négjaka forma studijniho oboru ,,adiktologie“ probi-
hé v soucasnosti na zhruba dvaceti mistech ve svété.

Termin ,adiktologické sluzby“ se stava stéle ¢astéji po-
uzivanym terminem v soucasné praxi, zd4 se, Ze nahrazuje
termin ,drogové sluzby“ nebo ,protidrogové sluzby“. Ozna-
¢uje se tak Siroka oblast sluzeb, ktera je definovana prede-
v8im cilovymi skupinami s uréitou povahou problematiky.
Za touto oblasti je ovSem rozsdhly pribéh, ktery mél rtzné
letopocéty, a rozsdhla ruznorodd praxe. Tyto sluzby jsou
multidisciplindrni a vétSina pracovnika v nich nejsou ani
adiktologové zdravotnici, ani adiktologové nezdravotnici,
ani multidisciplindrni védci. S oborem své praktické ¢innos-

207



208

vices”. It is used to refer to a wide range of services defined
primarily by the specific needs of their target groups. There
is a long story marked out by a number of significant dates
and a solid body of various practices behind all this. These
services are multidisciplinary in nature and the majority of
their staff are neither healthcare-specific addiction profes-
sionals nor non-healthcare addiction professionals, and not
even multidisciplinary scholars. What identifies us with the
area of our practical activities is our investment, our own
maps of understanding, and the positions we have managed
to achieve. Anybody who comes up with new terms, con-
cepts, and visions will inevitably come up against the exist-
ing boundaries, and conflicts and misunderstanding rather
than acceptance and approval must be expected. Naturally,
what is perceived by one person as an opportunity may be
perceived by another as a threat. I gladly welcome any po-
lemical contributions to the discussion; this often happens
where such risks exist.

I wish you inspiring and useful reading, thoughts, and
discussion.

Prague, 14 November 2014
PhDr. Jiri Libra
Department of Addictology, 1% Faculty of Medicine,

Charles University in Prague
and General University Hospital in Prague

LIBRA, J.

ti jsme identifikovdni zejména svymi investicemi, svymi
vlastnimi mapami porozuméni, svymi realnymi pozicemi,
kterych se nam podarilo dosahnout. Prichazi-li nékdo s no-
vymi terminy, s novymi koncepcemi, pak narazi na dosa-
vadni hranice a je treba oéekdvat spisSe konflikt a pravdépo-
dobnost nedorozuméni nez prijeti a souhlas. Je prirozené,
ze to, co jeden vnima jako prilezitost, mize druhy vnimat ja-
ko nebezpedi. S upozornénim na rizika prichazi do diskuse
i polemicky text, ktery si dovoluji vstricné uvitat.

Preji vam inspirujici a uziteéné ¢teni, tvahy a diskuse.

V Praze dne 14. listopadu 2014

PhDr. Jiri Libra

Klinika adiktologie, 1. 1ékarska fakulta,
Univerzita Karlova v Praze

a VSeobecna fakultni nemocnice v Praze





