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The article is a brief summary of my thesis which deals with the process of 

transformation of drug users´ identity after prison release. Using the framework 

of social construction of reality and the concept of institutional production 

of identity, as well as drawing on my experience with the Drug Services in 

Prison project (NGO Podane ruce), I ask the question of how new identities of 

the former drug users are changing before and after prison release and how 

it is possible to explain the acts of these people involved in the project which 

are often considered to be “purpose-built” or “irrational”. The main source of 

information was thematic interviews which I held with four former drug users 

after prison release. On the basis of analysis of these interviews and using the 

concepts mentioned, I suggest the following explanation of the process: Since 

a person develops the identity of a criminal while in prison, and it comes to 

the fore throughout the term he/she serves, the process of changing his/her 

lifestyle in the sense of the transformation of individual reality cannot start until 

the prison release. Nevertheless, the stay in prison itself may be preparation 

for such a change, especially through creating an image of the preferred future, 

building relationships which can be sustained after release and creating a 

distance from the former identities. In addition, the person must cope with 

complicating factors generated by uncertainty in prison, a crisis on release and 

the criminal identity coming to the fore after release.
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