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BACKGROUND: Municipalities can issue local ordinances

which regulate gambling opportunities in the area. Since 2011,

the number of these ordinances has been increasing.

METHODS: A 51-item online questionnaire survey asking

about gambling and local regulation was carried out in 2015.

All the municipalities in the Czech Republic were contacted. Re-

sponses were provided by about 6% of them, with their popu-

lation representing 22% of the Czech population. RESULTS:

50% of the municipalities had at least one venue with EGMs.

27% had issued local ordinances regarding gambling. 90% of

these were issued after 2011. Almost half of them imposed

a total prohibition of EGMs, one third regulated the number of

premises, and one quarter regulated the time and/or place of

gambling opportunities. Illegal gambling venues appeared in

9% of the municipalities and “kvízomaty” (EGMs incorporating

quiz questions) appeared in 4% of them. They were found in

30% of the municipalities with local ordinances, but only in 1%

of those with no ordinances in place. Civil or political initiatives

against gambling appeared in 18% of the municipalities in

2014. For 16% of the municipalities the gambling issue was

a topic that featured in local elections. 12% of the municipalities

had recorded political or economic pressure from the gambling

operators, much more often where there were local ordinances

in place (39% vs. 2%). Monetary contributions from gambling

only accounted for 1.6% of municipal budgets on average. Rev-

enues from gambling are not important for almost 80% of the

municipalities. According to municipal representatives, the

number of opportunities to gamble (especially EGMs) should

be reduced centrally and the powers to regulate should be in-

creased on both the local and national levels. CONCLUSION:

The majority of the municipalities called for greater regulation

of gambling and more powers on the part of the municipalities

in this respect. Stronger local regulation is reflected in an in-

crease in illegal gambling. There is a discrepancy between per-

mitting gambling on the national level and its regulation on the

municipal level.
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